
May 28, 2019 Council Meeting 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on May 28, 

2019 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Kathy Lawson presiding. 

Other Council Members present included Jennifer Bowles, Chad Martin, Jim Woods and Danny 

Turner.  Staff present included City Manager Leon Towarnicki, City Attorney Eric Monday, 

Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, Finance Director Linda 

Conover, Building Inspector Kris Bridges, Property Maintenance Inspector Mark Price and 

Deputy Police Chief Rob Fincher. 

Mayor Lawson opened the meeting at 6:00pm, introducing City Attorney Eric Monday who 

provided a presentation related to the History of Martinsville and Henry County. 

Following the Pledge to the American Flag and invocation by Council Member Woods, Lawson 

welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Consider approval of minutes of March 26, 2019 and April 9, 2019 Council Meetings – 

Council Member Bowles made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Vice Mayor 

Martin seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.  

Recognize City Employees who are eligible for Service Awards for the period April 1-June 

30, 2019 – City Manager Towarnicki read the list, thanking those employees for their service 

and dedication to the City. 

SERVICE AWARD RECIPIENTS  

FOURTH QUARTER - FISCAL YEAR 18-19 

FOR THE PERIOD OF APRIL 1 – JUNE 30, 2019 

 

 Name Department Years of Service 

JOEL MEEKS ELECTRIC DEPT                     5 

JOSEPH WLODARCZYK PUBLIC WORKS                     5 

JOAN JOYCE TREASURER                     10 

TERRY MARTIN ELECTRIC DEPT                     10 

JASON BIGGS PUBLIC WORKS                     15 

 JAMES LOVELL POLICE DEPT                      20 

CYNTHIA DICKERSON TREASURER                      25 

EDDIE FLOOD PUBLIC WORKS                      40 
 

Consider presentation of a proclamation recognizing June 2 - 8, 2019 as “RELAY FOR LIFE 

DAYS” in Martinsville and Henry County – Mayor Lawson read the proclamation and 

presented it to Emma Gurley, American Cancer Society Community Development Manager for 

the Martinsville area.  Gurley shared details about upcoming events.   
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Consider setting a public hearing for Council’s June 11, 2019 meeting for the purpose of 

receiving names of citizens interested in appointments for one unexpired 3-year term ending 

June 30, 2021, and one full 3-year term ending June 30, 2022,  on the Martinsville City 

School Board – City Manager Towarnicki said the hearing would be held on June 11. Anyone 

who would like to be considered for either School Board vacancy would need to either attend 

the meeting, make their request known to a Council Member or contact someone in the City 

Manager’s office to have their name read at the meeting.  Council Member Bowles made a 

motion to set the public hearing for June 11.  Council Member Turner seconded the motion 

with all Council voting in favor.   
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Consider adoption of a joint Resolution with Henry County requesting the Commonwealth 

Transportation Board and Virginia Department of Transportation to consider action to relocate 

a potential route for Interstate 73 to the western side of U.S. Route 220 and to the western 

side of the City of Martinsville – City Manager Towarnicki explained that Henry County 

approved this resolution earlier today for a western route.  Council Member Turner made a 

motion to adopt the joint resolution.  Council Member Bowles seconded the motion, which was 

approved by all Council Members.  
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Hear information from Building Inspections regarding demolition of structures within the 

City – Kris Bridges, Building Inspector provided Council property maintenance and demolition 

updates, properties added and additional information related to 48 vacant lots for potential 

land bank opportunities.  

Business from the Floor – No one approached the podium. 

Comments by Members of City Council – Council Member Bowles hopes everyone had a 

wonderful Memorial Day. Bowles invited the public to the Food Truck Rodeo uptown on June 2 

from 12:00noon-6:00pm on Broad Street.  Council Member Woods attended the Memorial Day 

event at The People’s Cemetery, stating that it was a moving experience and well presented.   

Council Member Turner discussed the event at The People’s Cemetery and hopes to move that 

event to November 11; they feel that would be a more appropriate holiday to commemorate those 

buried there.  June 6 is the 75th Anniversary of D-Day; there are Martinsville residents killed on 

that day and he hopes that Council can join him in placing wreaths on veteran monuments.  

Vice Mayor Martin also attended The People’s Day event and commended City Attorney Monday 

for his presentation.  Mayor Lawson attended the Roselawn service with Council Member Turner 

and stated that it was very well presented.  Joan Montgomery resigned her position on the school 

board; Lawson thanked Montgomery for her service to the schools and her time on the school 

board. 
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Comments by City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki shared that the Martinsville 

Mustangs first home game will open the season this Friday.  June 6 is also the Chamber’s 

Annual Luncheon and Leadership award; he asked that Council let him know if they plan to 

attend so that reservations can be made.  Towarnicki thanked City Attorney Monday for 

speaking at The People’s Cemetery event as well as tonight’s presentation.  Towarnicki 

acknowledged Larry Wayne Caudill who worked for the City 27 years.  Caudill passed away last 

week and Towarnicki offered condolences to the family. 

Comments by City Attorney – City Attorney Monday thanked Council for allowing him to 

make the presentations about Martinsville’s history.  Monday said he is disappointed that the 

schools do not currently teach Virginia and local history like they did when he was in school.  If 

you do not know where you are from, it is hard to know where you are going.  The Grandin 

Theater in conjunction with New College Institute is offering all-day camps for high school 

students interested in film June 10-14 and June 17-21.  He hopes more students will enroll so 

that the camps are not cancelled.   

There being no further business, Council Member Bowles made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting; the motion was seconded by Council Member Turner with all Council Members voting 

in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 8:15pm. 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Kathy Lawson 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   


